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 GRADUATE POLICY COMMITTEE

MINUTES

January 28, 2019
The following members were present: Ulla Sypher, Co-Chair, Communication and Information; David Johnson, Co-Chair, English; Jamila Horabin, Biomedical Sciences; Lynn Panton, Human Sciences; Tomi Gomory, Social Work; Mai King, Nursing; Stanley Gontarski, English; Victor Mesev, Geography; Woody Kim, School of Hospitality; Patricia Born, Business; Jay Kesten, Law; Evan Jones, Music; Vasubandhu Misra, Chemistry; Mei Zhang, Industrial Engineering.
The following members were absent:  Jeannine Turner, Educational Psychology and Learning Systems; Ron Doel, History; Vanessa Dennen, Educational Psychology and Learning Systems; Stacey VanDyke, Nurse Anesthesia, Applied Studies; Sonja Siennick, Criminology; Sudhir Aggarwal, Computer Science; David Orozco, Business.
Also present: James Beck, The Graduate School; Judy Devine, The Graduate School; Mark Riley, Dean, The Graduate School; Jennifer Buchanan, Office of Faculty Development and Advancement; Aimee Leturmy, Office of the Registrar; Som Chatterjee, Office of Financial Aid. 
The meeting was called to order at 3:35 P.M. by Ulla Sypher, Co-Chair.   
Previous Meeting Minutes –With no revisions or additions in mind, the meeting minutes from November 26, 2018 were approved. 
Memo Concerning Financial Aid and Degree Applicable Hours for Graduate Students- Aimee Leturmy from the Office of the Registrar provided a brief overview of the memo and policy. She noted that the memo pertains more to the undergraduate student population, but in cases for graduate students, the graduate courses approved by the faculty must be clearly identified as being associated with one or more degree programs or a formal, structured degree-progression initiative. She explained that this policy will give the university, the Office of the Registrar, and the Office of Financial Aid more “flexibility,” particularly in defining what is considered degree-applicable and what is not degree-applicable for Financial Aid purposes. 

Dr. Chatterjee stated that the Office of Financial does not envision this policy to be an issue among graduate students as it is rare for a graduate student to be taking courses in one major and also trying to take a random, graduate course outside of his/her program in another major that is not considered foundational prerequisite coursework or elective-based credit. He assured the committee that “as long as the courses are noted on the student’s program of study then everything should be fine.” He reiterated that in some cases, a graduate student may be admitted to a graduate program with insufficient prerequisite knowledge in select content areas. However, in these cases, the advising committee sets forth a specific plan of foundational coursework that must be completed as part of the degree, and thus, these specific courses are considered degree-applicable. 

After a short discussion, a motion was called by Dr. Horabin to accept the proposed policy. Dr. Gomory seconded the motion. 


With no further discussion, a vote was placed. All were in favor of the policy.    
PASSED
Review and Approval of all Joint/Combined Pathway Proposals- Dr. Sypher explained that the committee would evaluate each joint and combined pathway proposal and if a question or issue was identified during the three-week review process, then she would note it for discussion. For all other proposals with no issues, then a vote would be conducted for final approval. 

Dr. Buchanan explained that all combined and joint pathway proposals were sunset to ensure compliance with the university’s new policy on combined and joint degree pathways. She noted that faculty committees, including program faculty and college curriculum committees, as well as the Faculty Senate Graduate Policy and Undergraduate Policy Committee members have reviewed all of the combined and joint pathway proposals. Specifically, the faculty reviewed and are now approving the pedagogical rationale for these programs, the justification for shared courses, the hours required, and are ensuring that combined and joint degree pathways are available to only academically talented students. 

After thorough review, the following combined pathway proposals were identified as having minor issues for revision. Dr. Sypher noted that once these proposals have been updated, they should be emailed to the full committee for electronic vote, given the next GPC meeting will not be until February 28th. 
1. BS/MS in Professional Communication- the committee felt that additional justification was needed for the shared courses in the curriculum section of the proposal. 

2. BS/MS in Information Technology- the committee asked for the proposal to be updated to show a breakdown of individual course hours in the curriculum section as they were a bit confused by the distribution of hours displayed in the Venn-diagram. 
3. BS/MS in Electrical Engineering- the committee stated that the proposal needed to explain the advising process in more detail, primarily in how the students will be selected and monitored. 

4. BS/MS in Mechanical Engineering- the committee asked for more detail concerning the GRE requirement and GRE waiver in attachment A. 
Dr. Sypher opened the floor to additional general questions or concerns. 

In an effort to retain the most academically talented students, Dr. Misra suggested an “upper-limit enrollment cap” be considered for only the top performing students. Dr. Gomory and Dr. Sypher cautioned against establishing a specific cap or limit on programs. The committee concurred. Dr. Buchanan noted that the overall number of currently enrolled students in combined degrees across campus is also very relatively small. She added that “in terms of systemic impact, you shouldn’t have anything to worry about.”
The following combined and joint pathway proposals were evaluated and deemed acceptable for approval by vote:

Combined Pathway Proposals:

1. BS/MS in Corporate and Public Communication

2. BS/MS in Biological Sciences

3. BSCS/MSCS in Computer Science

4. BACS/MACS in Computer Science / Computer Criminology

5. BSCC/MSCC in Computer Criminology

6. BS/MS in Applied and Computational Mathematics

7. BS/MS in Pure Mathematics

8. BS/MS in Statistics

9. BS/MACC in Accounting

10. BS/MS in Real Estate/ Finance

11. BS/MS in Criminology

12. BS/MS in Elementary Education

13. BS/MS in English Education

14. BS/MS in Social Science Education

15. BS/MS in Special Education

16. BS/MS in Visual Disabilities

17. BS/MS in Chemical Engineering

18. BS/MS in Chemical and Biomedical Engineering

19. BS/MS in Civil Engineering

20. BS/MS in Computer and Electrical Engineering

21. BS/MS in Industrial Engineering

22. BA/MA in Art Education

23. BS/MS in Interior Architecture and Design (project-track)

24. BS/MS in Interior Architecture and Design (research/ thesis track)

25. BS/MS in Interior Architecture and Design (MFA track with thesis/project)

26. BFA/MA in Dance

27. BS/MS in Exercise Physiology

28. BA or BS/MS in Applied American Politics and Policy

29. BA or BS/MS in Demography

30. BS/MS in Geography/ Environmental Science and GIS
31. BA or BS/MPA in Public Administration
32. BA or BS/MPH in Public Health

33. BA or BS/MSP in Urban and Regional Planning

Joint Pathway Proposals:
1. JD/MS in Oceanography
2. JD/MBA in Business Administration

3. JD/MSI in Information

4. JD/MS in Information Technology

5. JD/MS in International Affairs

6. JD/MPA in Public Administration

7. JD/MSW in Social Work (Clinical Traditional)

8. JD/MSW in Social Work (Clinical Advanced)

9. JD/MSW in Social Work (Social Leadership Traditional)

10. JD/MSW in Social Work (Social Leadership Advanced)

11. JD/MS in Sport Management

12. JD/MSP in Urban and Regional Planning

13. JM/MS in Sport Management

14. MSW/MBA in Social Work (Social Leadership Traditional) and Business Administration

15. MSW/MBA in Social Work (Social Leadership Advanced) and Business Administration

16. MSW/MS in Social Work (Clinical Traditional) and Criminology

17. MSW/MS in Social Work (Clinical Advanced) and Criminology

18. MSW/MS in Social Work (Social Leadership Traditional) and Public Administration

19. MSW/MS in Social Work (Social Leadership Advanced) and Public Administration

20. MPA/MS in Public Administration and Criminology

21. MSP/MS in Urban and Regional Planning and International Affairs

22. MSP/MPH in Urban and Regional Planning and Public Health

23. MSP/MS in Urban and Regional Planning and Demography

24. MSP/MPA in Urban and Regional Planning and Public Administration

With no further discussion, a vote was placed. All of the proposals were approved, excluding the four combined pathway proposals, noted above, that are pending minor revisions.    
PASSED
With no further business to be presented, Dr. Sypher adjourned the meeting at 4:45 P.M.[image: image1][image: image2]
