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University-Wide Foreign Language Requirement 
For the MA Degree 

 
Proposals:  

• eliminate the university-wide foreign language requirement for the MA degree, 
allowing each program to set its own language requirements (including none) 

• effective for Fall 2023 for newly admitted students 
• allow programs to apply the new policy to currently enrolled or returning MA students 

without requiring a Bulletin change for them 
 
Current Policy 
 
From the 2022-2023 Graduate Bulletin 
https://registrar.fsu.edu/bulletin/graduate/information/graduate_degree/ 
 

Master’s Degree Programs  
[…] 

Requirements at the Master’s Level 
[…] 
  
Language Requirements 
There is no University-wide foreign language requirement for the master's degree, except 
for the Master of Arts (MA) degree. Each department sets its own language requirements. 

[…] 

Additional Master of Arts (MA) Requirements 
In addition to the requirements listed above, candidates for the Master of Arts (MA) degree 
must meet the following requirements: 

• Proficiency in a foreign language demonstrated by certification by the appropriate 
language department, or completion of twelve semester hours in a foreign language 
with an average grade of at least 3.0 ("B"), or four years of a single language in high 
school. 

• Six or more semester hours of graduate credit in one or more of the following fields: 
art; classical language, literature, and civilization; communication (not to include 
speech correction); English; history; humanities; modern languages and linguistics; 
music; philosophy; religion; and theatre. 

 
(Also: https://registrar.fsu.edu/archive/bulletin/graduate/2022_grad_bulletin.pdf p. 100 & 
102) 

https://registrar.fsu.edu/bulletin/graduate/information/graduate_degree/
https://registrar.fsu.edu/archive/bulletin/graduate/2022_grad_bulletin.pdf
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Proposed Changes 
 
Language Requirements 
There is no University-wide foreign language requirement for the master's degree, except 
for the Master of Arts (MA) degree. Each department, school, or college for units where 
there are no departments, sets its own language requirements based on the degree 
awarded. 

[…] 

Additional Master of Arts (MA) Requirements 
In addition to the requirements listed above, candidates for the Master of Arts (MA) degree 
must meet the following requirements: 

• Six or more semester hours of graduate credit in one or more of the following fields: 
art; classical language, literature, and civilization; communication (not to include 
speech correction); English; history; humanities; modern languages and linguistics; 
music; philosophy; religion; and theatre. 

• Degree requirements that include Pproficiency in a foreign language may be 
satisfied by demonstrated by certification by the appropriate language department, 
or completion of twelve a specified number of high school or college semester hours 
in a foreign language. with an average grade of at least 3.0 All courses must earn a 
minimum grade of 3.0 ("B") or better, as set by individual programs. , or four years of 
a single language in high school. 

 

 
“Clean” Language With Proposed Changes 
 
Language Requirements 
There is no University-wide foreign language requirement for the master's degree. Each 
department, school, or college for units where there are no departments, sets its own 
language requirements based on the degree awarded. 

[…] 

Additional Master of Arts (MA) Requirements 
In addition to the requirements listed above, candidates for the Master of Arts (MA) degree 
must meet the following requirements: 

• Six or more semester hours of graduate credit in one or more of the following fields: 
art; classical language, literature, and civilization; communication (not to include 
speech correction); English; history; humanities; modern languages and linguistics; 
music; philosophy; religion; and theatre. 

• Degree requirements that include proficiency in a foreign language may be satisfied 
by demonstrated certification by the appropriate language department, or completion 
of a specified number of high school or college semester hours in a foreign 
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language, as set by individual programs. All courses must earn a minimum grade of 
"B" or better. 

 
 
 
Excerpts from the College of Music Proposal: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
(see next page for results) 
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Additional Research by GPC Chair, Top 35 Public Universities: 

 
 
Public universities: 20 + 35 – 5 (overlap) – 3 (no data) = 47 
Private universities: 16 
 
FSU is the only university out of 63 researched universities, and the only one determined in the Top 
35 Public Universities, with a university-wide foreign language requirement for the MA. 
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