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Final Term RegistrationDean Marcus gave an overview of the proposed revision for the final term registration policy,
which was revised after discussions with the GPC, following the September 11 meeting. Most
relevant are the changes from requiring a minimum registration of one credit-hour to twocredit hours in the final term. She added that a provision was made to allow an exemption from
the final term registration requirement for students who submit all requirements for graduation
prior to the first day of classes in the final term.
Registration for Final Term
If a student does not make the manuscript final submission deadline for a given term, but
completes all degree requirements before the first day of the next term, it is possible to waive
the registration requirement. To be eligible for this registration exemption, all degree
requirements, including manuscript clearance, must be completed prior to the first day of the
next term. The Office of Graduate Studies can provide information on this procedure, (850)
644-3500. International students should contact the International Center for information on
registration requirements related to immigration/visa status.
If a non-thesis student needs only to complete the comprehensive examination in a term and
did not register for the examination in the previous term, registration must be requested from
the Office of the University Registrar stating the department and the name of the
examination. The student must pay the "examination only" fee.
If the student has not been enrolled for the previous two terms, readmission is required
before registration.
Thesis
The subject of the thesis must be within the major field and must reveal independent
investigation and knowledge of the methods of scholarship. It is the responsibility of the
major professor to supervise the preparation of the prospectus and the thesis. The manuscript
must be prepared according to the style and form prescribed by the department. These must
conform to the university requirements regarding format. Formatting and clearance guidelines
for the final electronic submission copy may be accessed from the Office of Graduate
Studies website, http://www.gradstudies.fsu.edu, or by contacting the manuscript
clearance advisor.
A student who has completed the required course work and continues to use campus facilities
and/or receives faculty supervision, but has not made a final thesis submission shall include in
the required full-time load of twelve (12) semester hours a minimum of two (2) thesis hours
per term. Those with underload permission must register for at least two (2) hours of thesis
credit per term. Underloads must be approved by the Academic Dean. Before registering for
thesis hours, the student must consult the major professor as to the 3 proportion of time to be
devoted to thesis work. The number of hours listed will show the proportion of time to be
devoted to thesis (with twelve [12] semester hours as an indication of full-time status). For
example, OCE 5971, four (4) semester hours, will indicate that the student expects to devote
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one-third of the time to thesis. The number of hours should not only reflect the effort of the
student, but should take into account the use of campus facilities/resources and faculty
interaction/supervision.
The final draft of the thesis should be in the hands of the major professor and the examining
committee at least ten (10) days before the date set for the oral examination. After approval
by the oral examining committee, which includes or may be the same as the supervisory
committee, the student should submit the final manuscript electronically to the manuscript
clearance advisor. A manuscript processing fee is charged. If the student wishes University
Microfilms International, Inc., to register the copyright, an additional fee must be paid.
Consult the Registration Guide for the deadline dates.
As a condition of undertaking a thesis master's program, the student agrees that the
completed thesis will be archived in the University Libraries system. The student will make the
electronic thesis available for review by other scholars and the general public by selecting an
access condition provided by the Office of Graduate Studies.
Dissertation
A doctoral dissertation must be completed on some topic connected with the major field of
study. To be acceptable it must be an achievement in original research constituting a
significant contribution to knowledge and represent a substantial scholarly effort on the part
of the student.
The manuscript must be prepared according to the style and form prescribed by the
department. Formatting and clearance guidelines for the final electronic submission copy may
be accessed from the Office of Graduate Studies website, http://www.gradstudies.fsu.edu, or
by contacting the manuscript clearance advisor.
A student who has completed the required course work, passed the Preliminary Examination
and submitted an Admission to Candidacy form to the Office of the Registrar, and continues to
use campus facilities and/or receives faculty supervision, but has not made a final dissertation
submission shall include in the required full-time load of twelve (12) semester hours a
minimum of two (2) dissertation hours per term. Those with underload permission must
register for at least two (2) hours of dissertation credit per term. Underloads must be
approved by the Academic Dean. Before registering for dissertation hours, the student must
consult the major professor as to the proportion of time to be devoted to dissertation work.
The number of hours listed will show the proportion of time to be devoted to dissertation
(with twelve [12] semester hours as an indication of full-time status). For example, OCE 6980,
four (4) semester hours, will indicate that the student expects to devote one-third of the time
to dissertation. The number of hours should not only reflect the effort of the student, but
should take into account the use of campus facilities/resources and faculty
interaction/supervision.
The minimum number of dissertation hours for completion of a doctoral degree shall be
twenty-four (24) semester hours.
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For more specific information on final-term registration, see the residency requirements listed
above. Final approval of the dissertation by the entire supervisory committee is prerequisite
to the awarding of the degree. This is true no matter how many hours a student has
completed in dissertation or what grades have been recorded for the 4 dissertation hours.
As a condition of undertaking a dissertation program, the student agrees that the completed
dissertation will be archived in the University Libraries system. The student will make the
electronic thesis available for review by other scholars and the general public by selecting an
access condition provided by the Office of Graduate Studies.

